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those who, like Tisza, argued that a war with Serbia was
useless and undesirable because Austria-Hungary was al-
ready oversaturated with Slavs; no one, to be sure, wanted
any more Serbs in the Dual Monarchy, he said; but after a
successful war against Serbia, it would be possible .to use
Serbian territory to win the good-will of the other Balkan
states; Greece and Bulgaria could be given what they
wanted in" Macedonia; Albania could be rounded out to
the east; and Rumania be given the Timok-Njotin district,
a corner in northeast Serbia partly populated by Ruma-
nians. The point, however, which Czernin particularly
urged, was that the status of the Treaty of Alliance be
cleared up. In the present situation it was not worth a
scrap of paper to Austria, because King Carol no longer
controlled the situation and would be forced by public opin-
ion to repudiate it or to resign, in case a Russian attack on
Austria should give rise to the casus foederis. Austria mean-
while had her hands tied by the treaty, and could not enter
into other diplomatic negotiations which might offend Ru-
mania, To make Rumania take a stand openly, either for
or against Austria, Czernin therefore suggested a newspaper
"indiscretion" by which the existence of the treaty should
be allowed to leak out; one could then tell by the way the
Rumanian Government denied the accuracy of the news-
paper account, and the way public opinion in Rumania
discussed it, what Austria could count upon. But Berch-
told rejected all these suggestions* He merely gave a half-
hearted authorization to Czernin to sound King Carol tact-
fully as to whether the King would not be willing that the
treaty should be made public. But, as Czernin had fore-
seen, when he broached the subject, King Carol delicately
evaded it. So Berchtold and his associates were left uncer-
tain whether, in a crisis, the secret treaty with Rumania
would hold or not.
Another suggestion by which Austria might offset the